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YEAR-END listS arc usually a
bicky buefui€ss. Some or other
favsurite is hqqp$ tpbe ovprboked
so no lbt can be complete'Here are
some of the most ensaciirg ard
entertaining productions that hsm
been staged

What.,ns
Yeq$i:';

2007.$rd.flt
local theatp. Tte
ductimBhas,beehry9nryry.E. tlf:-,

ThtF is espmiallyrsi*rrificant+if
one'takds inte aeomlnt how trogl
arts still aimggle',w .ift fiutdi4g,
This sbows onsr again that locaf
tlreateis as.vibrant as e\rcr

SH|n|fV eooDltrsg
AilD TERCV

Director Janioe l{oneyman and
her vibrant cast created a €r-eat poP
ular treasure that is likely to have
struck a cbord wittt iust about
every thinking/feeling person's
pleasure wrtre.

Ftlrnished with an almost inex-
haustible quirky reservoirl tbe play
used ttre co-medic talents of its infi-
nitelylikeaHe castto the ma:rinum
andtomarvdlous effect.
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' qP FN|CilDS
Anrbifiq&and sliehtlY crasY in

their viEio*.f$ a Simon and Gar-
fimket t$dEftShow, A-list tleatre
stars Qrattifq-Ailams, Amton l,,uit'
ingh and'Jenny Stead pan4ged to
have ttreir-ralte anil eatitwith this
tbematicaily complex tribute show.

Luitineh qnd Stead re,.imagined
Simon and Garfunkel songs from
the ground up to suit tleirparticu-
lar musical identities and, in tloing
so, they s-ucceeded in Paying gen-
uine tribute to the defunct PoP
duo's compositions.

. n'|RGIil BOV
Peter Krummeck's play was

starkly lucid tfieatre that was also

SOULFUL Chuma Sopotela and Bongile Mantsai as they appeared in
Karoo Mmseat the Baner's Sanlam Studio.

D|E TTROU WAT HAAN ilAT
GEKOOT(, Hrt

Lara Bye shares with only a cou-
ple of local directors the talent of
transforming the stage into a one-of
-a-kind magical pl,ace. With this
satire, she maintained the height-
ened tone of the production so ex-
pertly throughout tlnt it Put more
earnest productions throughout the
yearto shame.

Iil BBIEF$ A OI'ECR
LITII.E UUSIGAL

FYsm tle creative duo of FYed
Abrahamse and Marcel Meyer, ,[n
Briefs is a satisffine and intricate
look into the lives of several gay
characters struggling with very
modern issues. The play does a
sterlingjob in depicting the charac-
ters as comBlex individuals, and the
music is fim and memorable, too.
StiJl showing at the Litfle Theahe
until January 6.

KAnOO ilOOsE
As generous aud soulfirl a Piece

of theatre as one is likely to find in
any year, this is Lara Fbot Newton's
best work. Ttreplay never sacrificed
its ctrarm and humour, even when
addressing unpleasant things about
South African society

EUBAFRIGA
Sarah Jane Scott and Lucy Heav-

ens were so attuned to one another
on stage ttrat nothing in this thrill-
a-minute, quirky show felt like a
put-on.

It was a chaotically frenetic, yet
cohereht investigation into Enelish
white pouth Atican identity

STEREI.
This powerful production chal-

lenged the apathetic state that our
society has fallen into. Gideon van
Eeden'splay left one with plenty to
ponder as it deftly sashayed be-
tween hope and outright misery

deeply challenging, in certain
essences wen disturbing, anrl that
eqfored uncompromisinglY manY
of the elements that perPlex us
about sur counfyb moral land'
scaBe.

The director never eacrif iced his
'tadernark subtle humour tbrough-

: .out, and tlrat lent wbat coutrd have
:been oppressirely maudlin mate
rial in lesser bands a welcome
,BalataHn.iou*.h,'wiihout undercut-
Itirre the deadly aeriousne€s of it.

f,Is|SED EY BNE]
Geofrey Hyland transformed

the stage into tle kind of environ'
ment where one's imagination
could take flight, and in which
dreams were easily facilitated with

. tltisshow
Along with Cl,aire Watling, who

provided a vi,rtuoso and deePlY
moving performance, they paid glo-
rious Eibute toBelgian songsmith
Jacques BreI.

rRUflI III TRAIT$IATIOII
New York-based dtector

Michael Lessac and atruly remark-
able South African cast delivered a
fascinating, Il,awed and hearfelt
production tJrat never failed to
entertain, despite the heady subject
matter, It also managed to show
respect for and pay Fibute to the
furrsvistims of tle realevents theii
artistic entLertrrise was based upon.

oflrEllo
Not too many artists'these daYs

are capableof balancing a love of
style withtrue substance, but Geof'
frey Hyland accomplished that
aeain with this student production
t}rat was nothing stort of a tri-
umpb- It vvsa hin best production
for UCT yet, and better tlan most
professional pl,ays this year. Deeply
envelopilg and accessible, Hyland
didn't skimp on thepleasures in the
text, even throwing in a couple of
healthy action scenes.


